
Recommended Bylaws Changes 

Special Meeting of the Guild – June 9, 2015—updated 6/2/2015 

 

 

Purpose:  To allow for money raised from membership gifts to be deposited in Guild funds other 

than just the Guild Endowment Fund. 

 

Article V, Section 1.b.  All annual financial contributions submitted by Members as defined in 

Article IV, Section 1.a and Section 2. shall be deposited into the Guild Endowment Fund unless 

otherwise recommended by the Guild Board of Directors and approved by the Members eligible to 

vote. 

 

Rationale:  The initial vision, in 2006 of the Guild Advisory Team (GAT), was that all contributions 

to the Guild would be placed directly into the Guild Endowment Fund.  Due to the economic 

downturn in the late 2000’s, the Finance Office advised the Guild to create a different practice – 

which did save the Guild from losing a lot of money during the downturn.  During and immediately 

after the economic downturn, it would not have been financially viable to maintain the level of 

campus gift grant funding and pay for most of the office expenditures (not including staff salary 

through the Guild Endowment Fund).  In 2014, the Guild Endowment Fund recovered to a place that 

allows it to provide for all Guild office expenditures other than salaries.  Current fundraising 

activities allow for enough funding to cover the current campus gift grant expenditures.  However, 

the Guild Endowed Scholarship Fund has not recovered to a place where it is sustainable to provide 

eight scholarships of $5,000 annually. 

 

Therefore, the Board recommends that there be flexibility within the Bylaws to allow for money 

raised from membership gifts to be directed to funding needs other than the Guild Endowment Fund.  

For example, money raised through membership gifts could be used to help fund a specific initiative 

such as strengthening the Endowed Scholarship Fund.  The Board will make a recommendation for 

how to allocate the membership gifts on an annual basis and this will be shared with the membership 

to ensure transparency during the annual meeting and in the Guild Bulletin. 

 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Purpose:  To allow the opportunity to try electronic balloting in addition to ballots sent through 

postal mail. 

 

Suspend Article VII (Voting by Mail) and Standing Rule 2 (The procedure for Vote by Mail) for the 

July 2015 ballot containing nominees for the Guild Board of Directors and Campus Gift Grant 

proposals. 

 

The above action requires a 2/3 vote for approval. 

 

Rationale:  Many Guild members have requested the opportunity for voting electronically.  For 

some, this method would be simpler.  In addition, electronic balloting will save costs related to 

printing and postage.   

 

Currently, the Guild Bylaws either state or imply that voting is to be done via paper using postal mail.  

The Guild office as well as the Board of Directors would like the opportunity to try electronic 

balloting for the July 2015 ballot.  Results of how well this works and how well it was received will 



be shared with the Guild membership at the Guild Annual Meeting in September 2015.  In addition, 

new Bylaws (if necessary) will be proposed at the Guild Annual Meeting in September 2015 that will 

address how members may vote. 

 

It is important to state that all those wishing to vote via paper ballot and postal mail in July 2015 will 

be given the opportunity to do so. 


